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his genius, suddenly died, to be succeeded by his son George
III., a self-confident, self-willed young man who held very
decided views on national policy and the royal prerogative, and
was determined to be something more than a mere figurehead
in his own council.
For the moment, however, Pitt's ascendancy remained
unimpaired. The forces in British pay in 1761 were raised
to 200,000 men—113,000 regulars, 27,000 militia and 60,000
foreign auxiliaries. Operations were early resumed in Ger-
many. In February Ferdinand moved forward from his
cantonments north of the Diemel, and in a few weeks rapidly
overran all Hesse. Broglie fell back before him, leaving behind
garrisons which the Allies perforce had to mask, denuding the
country of supplies as he retired, and gathering with every day's
march rearward successive reinforcements which soon swelled
his army to 80,000 men, while Ferdinand's, drained by the
necessity of detaching troops to secure its communications and
watching the French garrisons, sank rapidly to a strength of
little more than 20,000, Before March was out the Allies were
back in their old lines behind the Diemel, and might count
themselves fortunate to get there without disaster.
A pause now ensued for three months while each side
refitted and recruited its forces, and it was June before the
French Army of the Rhine, 100,000 men under the incompetent
Soxibise, and that of the Main, 60,000 under Broglie, com-
menced their advance against the 90,000 of Ferdinand. The
Allied commander moved westwards to meet Soubise near
Dortmund, and, completely outmanoeuvring him, marched
round his left flank and took tip a strong position facing east near
Vellinghausen. Here he was attacked by the combined French
forces who had effected their junction ; but owing to dissensions
between Soubise and Broglie, co-ordination between the various
columns was conspicuous by its absence; only the British
contingent was seriously engaged, and beat off its, assailants
with ease. The French armies drew off and separated, Soubise
falling back to the Rhine, where he spent the rest of the summer
in inglorious and inexplicable inactivity, and Broglie, pursued
by Ferdinand, to the Weser, and thence to the south into Hesse.
Here he halted, and, while Soubise undertook a futile diversion
against Emden, sought to recover the initiative by an incursion
into Brunswick. This Ferdinand easily repelled and then took
up his winter quarters along the northern banks of the Lippe
and the Diernel, with his left wing astride the Weser.
Meanwhile British ships and troops had been active in other
theatres besides Germany. The submission of Canada had
liberated the army of Amherst for service elsewhere. That

